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12 September 19460

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief of Staff
Headgquarters, U, 3, Alr Force

Review of Cover Procedures for
CORONA Program

SUBJECT

£l

1. Recent favorable developmente in the CORONA Program
bave prompted the Central Intelligence Agoncy to order a complote and
thorough review of the cover procedures that bave been ard will be
applied to the forthcoming and subsequant launches commencing with
the firing scheduled for 13 September 1960,

2. Giving foil recognition to the fact that svery clandastine
reconnalssance pregram is coustantly faced with the possibility of ox-
posurse, due to either mechanical or human failure, this review bhas
drawn spacific attention to those areas where compromise (o most apt
to occur. These areas are as follows:

a. Mallunction of the automatic release mechanism
causing re-entry to eccur over denled areas exposing the
reconaalssance capability to a hostile power.

b. Planned air and sea recovery teams may fail te

{ocate the capsule and ocean retrisval may be accomplished
by ships other than those under tUnitsd States flag.
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c. Captule may be damaged during normal re-entry
or during the recovary sffort exposing the film payload to
membars of the recovary team, any one of whom may
inadvertantly reveal such facte to unauthorised sources,

d. The handliag of the payload cassette and film
processing may be compromised through oral disclosures
by persons knowladgeable of the procedure.

e. The loss of the booster vehicle and payload due
to range safety destruct at the lanach site may axpose
either the fllm or camera configuration te unautheorized
aources including the press.

3. Membars of the Central Intelligence Agency CORONA
Staff have discussed these problem areas with cleared and responsible
officers of the USAF Ballistic Missile Division, and & joint report
has been prepared. A copy of that report, herewith attached, inciudes
2 lsting of both primary and secondary cover explanations and also
outlines various precautionary measures that have been taken or are
scheduled for sarly implementation to reduce the risks of exposure
to the lesst degree possibie.

4. Fut&ek. a8 & matter considered of mutual interest, there

- iz also attached 2 summary of sigaificant accomnplishments which the
CORONA Program bas centributed to the progress of the nation's space
effort, : ‘

5. This Agency would appreciate any comments you may
wish to make on the plans outlined in the attached report on cover and
ascurity. :

£ E

RICHARD M, BISBELL, Ik,
Deputy Director
Attachments: (Plaae)
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DPD-DDP:TMA /mg {12 September 1960)
Retyed: O/DDP:RMBirc (12 September 1960)

. Distribution:
Cy 1 ~ Addresnes
Cy 2 - DDP
Cy 3 -~ DDP
Cy 4 - AC/DPD
Cy 5 - DPD{Cover
Cy 6 - DPD/OPS
Cy 7 - DPD/SO
Cy 8 - DPD/RI
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